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a profound impact on the future through involvement
with water professionals and education.

Mayor Laurel Prussing is the first woman mayor of
Urbana. She was first elected in 2005 and has been re-
elected twice. Mayor Prussing earned a B.A. in Economics
from Wellesley College, a M.A. from Boston University
and is near completion of a Ph.D. in Economics (Public
Finance) from the University of Illinois.

Mayor Prussing has demonstrated a strong commitment
to improving and protecting the water environment
and preserving Urbana’s natural resources. She has
inaugurated and seen the completion of the Boneyard
Creek Master Plan, a project that enhanced the physical
appearance of the creek through naturalization,
landscaping, bank stabilization and other amenities,
while maintaining the creek’s primary drainage function.
She has fought to protect the Mahomet Aquifer, her city’s
primary source of drinking water. Mayor Prussing has also
focused on improving Urbana’s stormwater management
and infrastructure.

Commissioner Frank Avila was elected to the MWRD
Greater Chicago Board of Commissioners in 2002 and
was re-elected in 2008 and 2014. He is the Chairman
of the Engineering Committee, Finance Committee,
the Maintenance and Operations Committee and the
Public Health and Welfare Committee. He is also Vice-
Chairman of the Affirmative Action Committee and the
Industrial Waste/ Water Pollution Committee.

Commissioner Avila works to protect the health and
safety of the public and protect the quality of water in the
Chicago area waterways. His top priorities include cost-
effective wastewater treatment, flood prevention, and the
regulation of waste disposal to protect our waterways by
eliminating toxic chemicals from the source to prevent
endocrine disruption.

Commissioner Avila received his B.S. in Civil Engineering
from the University of [llinois-Champaign in 1961 and his
M.S. in Finance from the University of Arizona-Tucson
in 1968. He owned a civil engineering company, Avila
& Associates, Inc. and practiced engineering and land
surveying for more than 45 years.
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Craig Blanchette, Aqua Illinois Seth Snyder Ambria Benesch

Hao Chen Laura Southworth Nichole Brown, Baxter Woodman
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Dabney Lyles Mark Wagstaff, M3 Engineering Group, PC Anthony Warmack

John Robak, Greeley ¢ Hansen LLC

George Zurmely, City of Streator



